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our house with a story of a family of starving chil-
dren, but as my mother's experienced eye assured
her she had never been a mother, she refused her as
a deceiver what the poor always got. "Why did
you tell me you had children/' mother asked her,
"when you came to me yesterday?" "It was not
true/' said the dying woman, " but I was starving,
and I thought you would be more willing to help me
if you thought I had children." But from that day
no beggar was turned from our door without food.
Silently and in secret she did what good works came
to her to be done, letting not her right hand know
what her left hand was doing, but all the poor knew
her and her works.

Silent too and undemonstrative in all her domestic
relations she always was, and I question if to any
other of her family than myself she ever confided
her secret hopes or fears. And to me even she was
so undemonstrative that I never remember her kiss-
ing me from a passing warmth; only when I went
away on a journey or returned from one did she
offer to kiss me, and this was the manner of the fam-
ily. And her maintenance of family discipline was
on the same rigorous level, dispassionate as the law.
If I transgressed the commands of herself or of my
father the punishment was inevitable, never in wrath,
generally on the day after the offense, but inexora-
ble ; she never meant to spoil the child by sparing
the rod, but flogged with tears in her eyes and an
aching heart, often giving the punishment herself, to
prevent my father from giving it, as he always flogged to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